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What Readers Say

Jewish Aspirations
To the Editor of the Yorum.

A large number of prominent Jews
insAmerica and elsewhere cannot sce
eye to eye with national Jewish as-
pirations, £3 expressed by the lead.
ers of the Zlonist organization. “We
are Americans,” they malatain, “we
have no other national interests than
American—Jews we are only by re-
liglon.” And I dare say lhere are a
good ‘many non-Jewlsh citizens who
sympathize with their viewpoint

Can these people bo asked then to
bave any practical interest in the
present endeavor to rebuilt Pales-
tine as a Jewlsh homeland?

I say, yes. .

Throughout the ages Palestine has
oeccupled a large place in the meatal-
ity of the Jew, as a purely relig-
fous proposition. And it does g0 in
the minds of millions of Jews even
today. It 1s the iloly Land, where
religion “happens” So it was In the
past and it Is likely to be so in the
future. If the Jew takes root again
in’the land he Wil create an atmos-
phere favorable, to say the lest, to 2
religlous revival.

The secular aspect of Jewis nation-
allsm Is of quite recent date, and
,even within the Zioulst organization .
|there is a strong party, the izrachi,
| whlch alms at giving back to modern
Zionism is age-long religlous basis.

With the Jew, moreover, réligion is
the mother of his rich and great cul-

are. A vast and magnificent litera..
ture, a beautiful language, the Ile-
brew, are the tangible values of his
rellgious heritage. Neither of them
have ceased to develop during these
two thousand years since the destroe-
tion  of Talestine by the Romans.
Thelr existence, however, was a hot
bed product, tended by the deep-
rooted religious instinct of the Jew,
and all too often iwatered by the
blood of fts followers.

This religio-cultural revival has a
uhique chanca now in Palestine; and
even those who are orly religlousiy
Jews, and remain citizens and natlon-
als of their respective countries, will
ultimately reap the spiritual benefits.

Palestine then, as = religious cul-
tural center for the Jew, with ample
opportunities for learning and intel-
lectual  gevelopment. deserves the
sympathy of ail paome and partica.
larly ®f all the Jews, whatever
political views '.h!y may hold. The
upbuildieg of the ancient land is in
the  first instance an educatioal’
problem.

There is helng formed an edncational
trust for Palestine, free alt
political “influence, to provide ‘the
l'mlndal needs for the endowment of
basic elements of ‘Jewish educa-
-The:traat hopes to get the sup~

of )t those people who have
llnt lost thelr lallh yet in spiritual
values, and who believe that the
world is still in need or solye light
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